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loss of their former secretary, James 
Wilson, of Iowa, desire to express 
their sympathy with his family and 
their appreciation of his great serv- 
ices to the United States as Dean of 
Agriculture, member of Congress, 
and Secretary of Agriculture. His 
patriotic devotion to the interests of 
all the people, his broad vision, and 
his practical wisdom place him high 
among those who have deserved well 
of their country. Beloved as a 
friend, admired and respected as an 
official, his example as a man and a 
statesman is one to which all Amer- 
icans may turn for inspiration and 
emulation : Therefore be it 

Resolved, That in the death of 
James Wilson American agriculture 
has lost one of its greatest exponents 
and American citizenship one of its 
finest exemplars. 

In token of respect the flags on all 
department buildings will be placed 
at half-mast, and a copy of this reso- 
lution will be sent to the family. 

SCIENTIFIC ITEMS 

We record with regret the deaths 
of Eric Doolittle, professor of as- 
tronomy in the University of Penn- 
sylvania; Samuel Sheldon, professor 
of physics and electrical engineering 
at the Brooklyn Polytechnic Insti- 
tute; Frederick Henry Gerrish, 
emeritus professor of surgery in the 
Medical School of the University of 
Maine; Armand Gautier, professor 
of biological chemistry in the Paris 
School of Medicine, and Karl Her- 
mann Struve, director of the Berlin 
Observatory. 

DR. Leo S. Eowe, assistant secre- 



tary of the treasury and formerly 
professor of political science in the 
University of Pennsylvania, has as- 
sumed the directorship of the Pan- 
American Union at Washington, suc- 
ceeding Dr. John Barrett, who has 
retired after fifteen years as head of 
the union. Sir F. W. Dyson, astrono- 
mer royal, Greenwich, has been 
elected an honorary member of the 
American Astronomical Society. 

American nations, as well as Great 
Britain, Spain and Portugal, are to 
be formally invited to participate in 
the national festivities in November 
and December in commemoration of 
the four hundredth anniversary of 
the discovery of the Straits of Ma- 
gellan. The festivities will center 
principally in Santiago and Punta 
Arenas, the latter the world's south- 
ernmost city, where the occasion will 
be marked by inauguration of im- 
portant public works, including port 
improvements, lighthouses in Smith 
Channel, a highway between Punta 
Arenas and Natales on the South 
Atlantic coast and laying of a cor- 
nerstone of the Punta Arenas Uni- 
versity. It is expected the foreign 
delegations will visit the straits in 
December, when warships of the 
Chilean navy will be assembled there. 
It was through these waters that 
Ferdinand Magellan, the Portuguese 
explorer, first passed in November, 
1520. 



